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SUMMARY

Thisreview highlightshe datagatheredby ESHTE project partners that confirms the prevalence of sexual

harassment and violence against women students in third level education; survey data, research data and

administrativedata. The reviewalsooutlinesbest practice for data and research on the issue of gender

based violence asonfirmedin the Istanbul Convention and rééal EU documents.

Although, tiere is limited research available on the experience of gebdeed vitence in EU Higher
Education Institutions (HE|ghere isagrowing acceptance that it issagnificant problem Thepotential
scope of the issue tetailed in general population surveys and research, su¢chealSU Agency for
Fundamental Rights Violemcagainst women: an EMide survey (2014)which reported thatoung
women, 18-29 are sigiificantly more vulnerable to sexual harassment, with 38% having experienced

harassmenhin the 12 months before the survey

There isno EU wide and no HEI specifatalavailable on the experiences of sexual violence and

harassment by women with disabilities or ethnic minority women.

There are aeries ofinternational treaties which call ortate actors to challenge elience against women
and girls. TheCouncil d Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and
domestic violence (2011)he Istanbul Conventiois currently the most powerful legally binding of these
treaties. It has been signed by 44 countiiieeluding all project partrrecountries)and the EU, and has
been ratified by23 countries.The Conventiostates that ¥olence against women is a violation of
fundamental human rights and a form of discriminatitnatis deeply rooted in the structuratéquality

between women ananen.

DATA ON PREVALENCE

In 2015 there were 19.5 million third level education students in th&land an estimated 54% of
these students were women. iStgender parity was reflectad the ESHTE partner countries, Cyprus,
Ireland, Germany, lhtiania and UK & Scotlapahd there were approximatel®,947,400 women students
in these countries The data (both EU & national level) reveals a high number of women students

experiening some form of sexual violence and harassment relatech@rtlives in HEIS. Thissemetimes

so frequent and so pervasive that they themselves may not recognise it as such until the discussions in a

NBaSI NOK &dGdzRé 3INPRdzL) WA f f dz¥ theBurdarometekos gehtdBbaded (i &

'EU Agency for Fundamental Rights Violence against women:-andéldurvey (2014)
2 2015http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statisticsexplained/index.php/Tertiary _education_statistics

% This phenomena is noted in both the EU report Gender Violence (2012) & Irish report Young People, Alcohol and Sex (2014)
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Tertiary_education_statistics

violence (2016)eveal that the broader sociabntext of these experiences remains higlidggatively2
gendered ®me men and womemontinue to hold negative if not misogynistic beliefs regarding women
and sexuality, and women arsgéxual violence and harassmént

Gende-based violence, stalking and fear of crime: European Union project (Za&pprted on sexual
violence and harassment of women studefrtam five EU countries, Germany, Italy, Poland, Spain and UK
(34 HEIS21,516 participants)Some of the key findingsere:
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T 29.9% to 47.3% of women students duritigeir HEI studies
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Sexual Heassmentsexually harassed verbally, threatening unwanted sexual advances
1 47% to 68% of women students during their HEI studies

Stalking
1 41% to 58% of women students during their HEI studies

Perpetrators
1 96% to 97% men of wibh 40% to 60% were fellow students and approx. 7% HEI staff

InIrelandSay Something (2013)eported

1 11% of women students had been subject to unwanted sexual contact
T 5% were rape survivors with a further 3% survivors of attempted rape
1 31% of womeneported feeling harassed, including just under 19% being physically groped

In the UK & Scotlandidden Marks (2010yeported

1 7% of women students had been subject to a sesisaxual assault

1 68% had experienced harassment including groping, figsmdunwanted sexual comments
1 12% reprted being subject to stalking

1 16% had experienced unwanted kissing, touching or molesting

Just 36 of Irish women students and 2% of UK women students ever reported their unwanted sexual
experienceso an official agengysuch as the national police servites

DATA & RESEARCH RECOMMENDATIONS

The IstanbulConvention requires statearties to collect disaggregated relevant statistical data and support
research in the field of all forms of violencevered by the conventidn

* See Eurobarometer 20157% of citizens say naronsensuasex could be justifiable in certain situations
® European Commission. (201@gnderbased Violence, Stalking and Fear of Csitngject Report
®Say Somethin(e013)! { G dzR& 2F { (dzRSydaQ 9 E LIBoNAcE Sefual A®amlt | | NI 2aY
"NUS(2010)] ARRSY al Nl aYy ! aiddzRe 2F ¢62YSy &aGdRSyiaQ SELISNR
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It states the need t@ollect disaggregated relevant statistical data at regular intervals on cases of all forms
of violence coverethy the scope of this Convention:

 SzZLILI2 NI NBaSHNOK Ay (GKS FASER 27 ludesandFedfedls;a 2 F
incidences and conviction rates, as well as the efficacy of measums takmplement this
Convention

1 Endeavour to conduct populatichased surveys at regular intervals to assess the prevalence of and
trends in all forms of violence

T TheRI'GlF ySSRa G2 06S YIRS aF@rAtlofsS %2 GKS LJdzof

TheCauncil of Europe identifiechinimum standards for administrative recordingdata on victim and
perpetrator. Informationshould be disaggregated by:

1 Sex

1 Age

1 Typeof violence

1 Relationship of the perpetrator to the victim
1 Geographical location

Administrative data must be comparable across national, statutory and all publically funded aglaties
may have contact with survivors and perpetrators.

National level reearch should be commissioned and funded to ascertain
1 The medium and longerm consequences of assaults on victims
9 The health, social and economic costs of violence against women
1 The assessment of the efficiency of the judiciary and legal systems in cioigpbéilence against
women
1 The causes of violence against women, i.e. the reasons which cause men to be violent and the
reasons why societyondones such violence

CURRENRESPONSESFPRKOGRAMMATIRECOMMENDATIONS

Many current actions are rooted in studel®d campaigns and initiatives and have been crucial to
WY2O0AQF0AY3Q |1 9L I dzll K2 NR A Shiere had bekdséme lcangdis@enf (akd2 y G 2
institutional andstate supported) focus and development, there are clearly emerging models df goo

practice including the need for:

INSTITUTIOWIDE APPROACH

i Take an institutiorwide approacto developngpolicies andorocedures for responding to

incidents of gendebased violencagainst women students

f Involvethed G4 dzZRSY (i & Q dzy A 2 ytaining andRrévig\girig 2ILkeryeRts of & droksy
institution response
Assesdnterventions and policiesegularly
Develop asectoral representative body develop guidance on how to handle disciplinary issues
that may also constitute a criminal offence

= =

19 |stanbul Convention 201 Article 11
" Council of Europe (201&nsuring Data Collection amRésearch on Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence



PREENTION

1 Adopt an evidencdéasedprogrammeseeking cultural change in the norms, beliefs and values that
contribute to sexual violence

1 Develop partnership agreements between the student and university

1 Embed a zerdolerance approach across all institutidrativities including HR processes

INTERVENTIORESPONSE

1 Ensurea range of welhdvertised supports are available on campus for victims/survivors

91 Develop a clear, accessible and representative disclosure response for incidents of sexual violence
and rae; including a centralised reporting system

1 Conduct staff training

1 Develop and maintain partnerships with local specialist services

9 Establish and maintain strong links with the local police and health services



INTRODUCTION
The ESHTE Proje&nh Overview
Ending Sexual Harassment and Violence in Third Level Education, the ESHTRIRT®jEct

oprevent and combat sextmiolence and harassmeand build a culture of zero tolerance in universities
and 3rd level institutionshroughout Europe through bding; a feminist understanding and analy$the
causes and effects of sexual violence and harassagzihst women student$

TKS blFdA2yLFf 2 2YSyMC)idthequpjérildad ahdojett Ndftriels gr&kthe

Mediterranean Instituteof Gender Studies (MIGS) inCyptésS 2 2 YSy Qa L&aadzSa Ly T2NY
in Lithuania and Rape Crisis Scotland (RCS), inthakUB 2 2 YSy Qa 91ljdz- ft A& /-2YYAa:
Maximilian University in Munich, Germaisa close associate partngr The project is funded by the

European @mmission: Directoraté&eneral, Justice andonsumers, through Daphne Il

The projectwill achieve itsaim by:

1 Developng anunderstanding and recognition of seddwiolence and harassmermts being rooted
in gender inequality and build capacity on the part afitersity &Third LevelInstitutions (UTLIS)
to combat and address it

1 SupportngUTLIs to articulate a clear message, commitment, set of core values, ethos procedures
and protocols to build a Zero Toler@e Zone and provide opportunities for sharing models of good
practice

1 Increasingknowledge amongst UT&taff, of the higher risk of SVH amongst young women and its
YyS3AtGABS AYLI OlG 2 yorndancdzh ovérall webéindl RSYA O LIS NJ

1 Raisingawarenes and provide information to students on; consent, the myths surrounding rape,
supports available to victims, importance of reporting to the police, importance of naming and
acknowledging experiences of SVH

1 Raisingawareness of the particular experiences3¥/H of students with disability and students
from minority ethnic groups

To achieve these objectives the project witlidertake a range of actions

1 Produe and disseminat®f materials on rape myths, sexual assault and SVH as a crime, ways to
report it and support services

9 Producea Toolkit on Mainstreaming SVH Intemtien and Prevention in UTLIs

1 Deliver2 half day flot training sessions with UTirepresentatives in each partner country

1 Hold aEuropean Project Conferende bringtogether key Europgn stakeholders and experts in
the field to disseminate findings and good practice from the project

1 Holddissemination seminars in each of the partner countries

2ESHTE Project Descriptidppendix 1: ESHTE is specifically focused on sexual violence and harassment of students who identify
as women
31t was agreed early in the project to use the phrase Eligtducation Institutions (HEIs) rather than UTLI. HEIs was more widely
understood by norproject partners. HEIs will be used from this point forward in the review

6



Two core pieces of EU research informed tkgelopment of the ESHTE project;

1. The EuropeafResearch Stud§Gender Based Violence, Stalking and Fear of Céifivehich
researchedvomend ( dzZRSy 14 Q S E LIS NRA Sy O Ssk anzl Ftalkingik@efmiany K | NI & &
Poland, UK, Italy and Spaand identified

1 A high prevalence of sexual violence and harassrasmingst female students with
significant consequences for their wellbeing and academic performance

1 The majority of incidents go ueported and undisclosed due to the widespread
preconception that violence tends to happen to ungeivileged, uneducated women
Women students therefore found difficult to reconcilethe experience of sexual violence
with their selfimageas confidentjndependent women

The research articulatetthe need br a strategy that targets botktudents and university
authorities including;
1 Information: As a crucial means of reducing feelings of shame and guilt and thereby
increasing rates of disclosure amohgtidents
1 A general university policy that refuses to tolerafenderbased sexual violence

2. TheFundamental Rights Agency sungyn Violerce against Womehiin 2014in the 28 EU
Member States, which identified thatolence has the highest prevalence angomomen who are
18-29 years old

The ESHTE ProjeBuilding and Making the Case

dit is difficult to acquire information on the magnitudad consequences of violence against women as it

often remains hidden. This contributes to the persisting lack of availableaanparable data at both

Member State and EU level, which limits understanding of the real extent of violence against woriten and
consequencesnd impedes further development offpd OA S&4> a0 NF H8S3IASEA FyR I OlA
It is widely accepted that the scope, frequency and impact of violence against women remains under

reported and uler researched. When wecus on violence againgtomen as it manifests isections of

the generapopulationi.e.women students there is even less daad when we attempt to engage in an
intersectional analysis, in the case of this project, women students who have a disability or ethnic minority

womenstudents,the lack of data is even worse.

The ESHTE Projeurpose of the Review

To address this knowledge deficit/ i 6 2 NJ Ay 3 G2 & . dzX fthR ESHYERpromdt jadners KS /|
sought to iéntify anydatathat might assist in understandingetprevalence of sexual harassment and

violence against women students in their own countries. Where there was no data specific to higher

education and women students, project partners reviewed the three main types of data that can be used to

! Reviewed later in this report

!*> Reviewed later in this report

16 Council of the Europeannibn. (2102)Council conclusions on Combating Violence Against Women
Y ESHTE Project Descriptidppendix 1


http://vmrz0183.vm.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/gendercrime/pdf/gendercrime_final_report_printable_version.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2014/violence-against-women-eu-wide-survey-main-results-report

ascertain theextent of gendetbased violence against women; survey data, research data and
administrative dat& (institutional data routinely collected by agencies in contact with survivors and/or
aggressorseé. criminal or medical systems) and analysed it for ptssiterlap with the target group,
young women17-25 in higher educationwvomen with a disability, ethnic minority women and so forth.

The full country reports are presented as Appendzés

To support organisational advocacy work on the issue nflgebased violence he review process also
looked at best practice for data and research on the issue of gdmakezd violence as outlined in the

Istanbul Convention and related EU documents.

Thissectionwill provide anoverview ofrelevant EU level da, the country reportgrovided by full project
partners and give a shoreview ofsome of thedata available from two additional countriegssociate
partner countryGermany and Italylt will begin with a briefeview of the international frameworkdat

set the context for challenging violence against women in the EU, highlight key findings from EU wide
general population data and higher education specific frameworks and dathconclude with outlining
existing initiatives and recommendations th&HTE can build oi\s he individual country reports outline

relevant national frameworks, legislative and policy, this overall report will not repeat that material.

8 \Women against Violence Europe. (20I®otect Il Guidance Report



INTERNATIONAL FRAMERKS

UNITED NATIONS

The World Health Organisation (WHE&xtimatesthat 1 in 3womenworldwide (35%) haveexperienced
either physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence or 1pamtner sexual violence in their lifetimé
In recognition of this global pandemic of violence against women, the UN issu€edagation on the
Elimination of Violence against Woméhin 1993,
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One of the aims of the resolutiomas to overturn the prevailing social and cultural norms that violence
against women was a private, domestic matter not requiring state intervention.DEetarationdefined
violenceagainst women as

arye 0 G—baﬁeﬂ‘vio@erﬁ:«y’tﬁhﬁre@glts in, irlikely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological
KFENY 2N adzFFSNRAY3IA U2 ¢62YSYyE

It stated that
GoA2t SYyOS F3IFLAyad 62YSy Aa | YFLyAFSadkrdAazy 2F KAaA
women, which have led to domination over and discratiom against women by men and to the
LINE@SyGAz2y 2F GKS TFdzZf | ROIHyOSYSyld 2F 62YSy¢
The Declaration was intended to support the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAWrough its recognition of how gendbased violence is both a
manifestation of gender inequality and a way in which discrimination, inequality and gender injustice is
perpetuated. Subsequently, the 19950urth World Conference on Women and Bijing Declaration

and Platform for Action (BBA21) also focised onthe elimination of all forms of violence against women,
calling on States, international organisations and-gorernmental organisations to prevent and combat
violence against womenMost recently,Goal 5 of the2015 UNSustainable Bvelopment Goal{SDG)

includes a targeto eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private

sphere$.

EUROPEAN UNION
The European Union has also focussed on the issue of sexual violence and harassment of wothen with

EuropearParliamentEuropeanCouncil andeuropeanCommission having adopted a range of resolutions,

conclusbns and strategies on the isstieThis work has culminated in the 2017 European Union accession

Y WHO http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs239/en/

22 UNDeclaration ontte Elimination of Violence against Women 1993

2 http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/violence.htm

2 http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/gendeequality/

ZEU Directorate General for Internal Policies: The Issue of Violence Against WiatiineEuropean Union



to the Council of Europe Convention on prevengj and combating violence against women and domestic

violence (2011)commonly referred to a$helstanbul Convention

Thelstanbul Convention

ThelstanbulConvention is currently the most powerful legally binding document in the EU regarding
violence aginst women. It has been signed by 44 countries and the EU, and has been ratified by 23
countries. It defines violence against wonmeasn

& GAr2tlF A2y 2F KdzYly NRAIKGaxXryR akKhktf YSIFy Fff I
resultin, physical, sexualsychological or economic harm or suffering to women, including threats of such
FOGazxz O2SNOA2Y>X 2NJ F NDAGNI NBE RSLINAGI GRX2y 2F tA0SN

TheConventionremphasiseshat
1 Violence against womeis a violation of fundamental human righ&ind a form of discrimination
1 Violence against women is deeply rooted in gtructuralinequality beaween women and men in
society

It names different forms of violence including sexual violence, sexual harassraget stalking and
psychological violence amdquires States to adopt comprehensive measures to

91 Prevent violence

1 Protect its survivors/victims

1 Prosecute the perpetrators

Thelstanbul ConventionData and Research

Article 11 Ensuring Data Collectioand Resarch on Violence against Women

There are significant challenges to the collection of data on gebdsed violence at the EU le¥elThese

include dfferences in legal definitions of forms of violence against women including rape, systeno€ lack
disaggregation of data, a lack of shared coding systems across sectors (heath, criminal etc.), and low levels
of disclosure None of the EU Member States have an official legal definitiaqenderbasedviolence.

Most member States distinguighetween the different types of genddbased violencén their national

law, notingeach type of gendebased violence separately in thé#galcodes or provisionsWide variation

exists across the ERB in the definition andegal treatment of the fivenainforms of gendetbased
violenceexperienced by women studentsitimate partner violencesexual assault (excluding rape), rape,
sexual harassmerand stalking.These challenges are all reflected in the coungorts producedas part

of this review.

! |stanbul Convention 2011
EIGE (2014 dministrative data sources on gendeased violence against women in the EU
10



Data collection and research are requir@dthe design of the policies and measuresded to protect and
support victims ad to eliminate violenceThey are also necessary to leavhether policies are working
towards preventingand combating theviolence. The Istanbul Convgion requires Statgoarties to collect
disaggregated relevarstatistical data and support research in the field of all forms of violeovered by
the convention Itstates the need to

1 ollect disaggregated relevant statistical dataegular intervals on cases of all forms of
violence covered by the scope of this Convention;
 SIzLJLI2 NI NBaSIFENOK Ay (GKS FASER 2F Fff F2N¥a 27
effects, incidences and conviction rates, as well as the efficatypasures taken to implement
this Convention.
1 Endeavour to conduct populatichased surveys at regular intervals to assess the prevalence of
and trends in all forms of violence
 Makedatad @ Af I 6fS (2 (GKS LlJzotAOF a2 GKFG AG Ol y

In éEnsuringData collection and researchmiviolence against women and domestic violendrticle 1%
(20165§"the Council of Europiglentified someminimumstandards for administrative recordirgf data on
victim and perpetrator Informationshould be disagggated by:

1 Sex

1 Age

1 Type of violence

1 Relationship of the perpetrator to the victim
1 Geographical location

Administrative data must be comparable across national, statutory and all publically funded agencies who
may have contact with survivors and perpeted.

National level research should be commissioned and funded to ascertain
1 the medium and longerm consequences of assaudis victims
1 the health, social and economiosts of violence against women
1 the assessment of the efficiency of the judiciary deghl systems inaembating violence against
women
9 the causes of violence against women, i.e. the reasons which cause men to be violent and the
reasons why societyondones such violence;
Currently all of the full project partners have signed the Istaf@advention bubnly Cyprus hasatified it
into national law. Ireland isunable to meet all the legislative requirements of the Tyelatit has an agreed
Sate programmeof actionfor ratificatiort®. Similarly, the UK must undertake a number of amendments
domestic law before ratification can take péathese are currently underw&y Germany completed a
substantialreform of the penal code provisions on ramescibed as thelINR Yy OA LI S éa boe YSI y a

campaignersn 2016,and is progressing to ratifition following thi$’. At the time d their signing

% |stanbul Convention 201 Article 11
 Council of Europe (201&nsuring Data Collection and Research on Viol&geénst Women and Domestic Violence
2 http://www justice.ie/en/JELR/ActionPlanlstanbulConNovember.pdf/Files/ActionPlanistanbulConNovember.pdf
2 http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/GBR9
% http://wunrn.com/2016/10/germanyimportant-legatreform-on-violenceagainstwomenno-meansno-coalitionradvocacy/
11



Lithuania lodged resertians to the Convention and ismdertaking national consultation and reviews to
ensure the Conventions alignmentiwk (1 K SA NJ O 2 dzf.(ithlyhasibotiOsiyyed andtibedzhe 2 y

Convention.

In due courseGREVI@he independent expert body responsible for monitoring the implementation of the
IstanbulConventiorwill draw up and publish reports evaluating legislative and other measures taken by
Statesto give effectgo the provisions of the Conventiénh Grevio will issue reports and recommendations
where action is required tendacts of violence covered lije Convention. Meeting the standards set by
the Convention on the issue of violence but also on the colleaifadata itself will significantly increase our
understanding and capacity to end all forms of violence against wormetihe interim the ESHTE project

must rely on the very limitedlata currently available.

31 https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/fulklist/-/conventions/treaty/210/declarations?p auth=eUYLBGiq
%2 http://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/grevio

12
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EUGENERAL POPULATIQNTA

The Extent, Naire and Attitudes regarding sexual harassment and violence against women

European CommissioBpecial Eurobarometer 449: Gendbased violencg2016)°

The gecial Eurobeometer Survey(27919 respondentsin the EU28) assessd the perceptions of EU
citizens about gendebased violence, including

9 Opinions about and attitudes towards gendeaisedviolence

91 Perceptions of the prevalence of domestic violencd aexual harassment

1 Whether a range of acts of gendbased violence are wrorand are, or should héllegal

The survey showed that across the EU themgidtespread agreement that domestic/ intimate partner
violence, sexual harassment and other acts of gefiidesed violence are unacceptable or wrorndpwever
survivors of valence are talking with feinds, family or the people involved, rather than to police or health
or support services.88% of those who know of a victim of domestic/ intimate partner violence did not go
to the police, and only 7% spoke to a support service available.
1 96%say dometc/intimate partnerviolence against women is unacceptatdé#hough 12% do not
think it should always be punished by law.

1 Atleast90%consider a range genddrasedviolencesto be wrong, but opinions about whether
they should be against the laave moe varied
nM: aleée GKFEd aSEdaffeée &adz3asSaitraodsS O02YYSyida
not be illegal
1 70%think sexual harassment of women is common in their country, andvicédénce against
women is most likely to occur at home
However, thesurvey also revealed that there remaithseply embedded misogynistic efs about women,
women and sexuality, and women and sexual violembih provide a clear explanation as to why women

remain very reluctant to formally (or even informally) report @esaults and harassment they experience.

% European Commission(2018pecial Eurobarometer 449enderbased Violence
13



VICTIM BLAMING

dWomen often make up or exaggerate claims of abuse or rape

More than 22% ofespondents hold victiatolaming views, agreeing that women makearmexaggerate

claims

- Respondents i€yprus 44%_ithuania 4294JK 304 Germany 2% Ireland 234 andltaly 13%
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QB9.1 Please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with the
following statements?
Women often make up or exaggerate claims of abuse or
rape
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a tolence against women is often provoked by the victim

Almost 20%agree violence against women is often provoked by the victim

Respondentsii Lithuaniad5%,Cyprus31%,Germanyl9%,UK & Irelandl8% and Italy 11%
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QB9.2 Please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with the
following statements?
Violence against women is often provoked by the victim
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a hving sexual intercourse without consent was justified

Overall, 27% saiskexual intercourse without consent may be justified in at least one o$itii@tions
proposedby the survey

- being drunk or a drugs12%

- voluntarily going home with someone 11%

- wearing revealing, provocative or sextpthing10%

- not clearly saying no or physically fighting baoko

QB10 Some people believe that having sexual intercourse without consent may be justified in certain
. 55 situations. Do you think this applies to the following circumstances?
47 (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE)
43 (% - TOTAL 'AT LEAST ONE SITUATION JUSTIFIES IT’)
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European Union Agency for Fundamental Right&olence against womeran EUwide survey(2014§*

dThis report is based on interviews with 42,000 women across the 28 Member States of the European Union
(EV). It shows that violence against women, and specifically gbadgd violence,that disproportignatgly o
affects women,d an extensive human rights abuse thigit$ 9! Ol yy 20 PPFF2NR 02 2U0S
The FRA Surveytiee most comprehensive EU level population surveys undertaken on the issue of sexual
violence and harassment against womand confirmed the endemic and systengeel of violence

experienced by women across their lif@ue to the widely acknowledged reality of serious under

reporting of sexual violence and harassment, this type of survey provides a far more accurate estimation of
the scope and prevalence of tlogisis than administrative data canrofect partners have used tHeRA

datain their work,to lobby and advocate at a national level in different wagsinform their own practice,

and national reports refer to country specific data where it was deemetl/ant. Only high level, key

statistics are highlighted here.

SEXUAL VIOLENCE

1 8% of women had experienced physical and/or sexual violence in the last 12 n3@%hbkad
experienced some form of physical and/or sexagdault since the age of 15
-11% hadexperienced sexual violence
-5% had been raped

Sexual violence by a partner or a non-partner since the age of 15*

DK 19%
NL 18%
SE 18%
Fl 17%
FR 15%

= tiilli

LU 15%

Y
/N

UK 14%

LV 14%

EE 13%

BE 13%
DE 12%
BG 12%

>
8
o

ge 11%
SK 10%
cz 5%
MT 9%
T 9%
HU 9%
AT 9%
IE 8%
LT 7%
Sl 7%

RO 6%

ES 6%
EL 6%
PL 5%
HR 5%

CY 5%

BHIGHSRRESINIS T §

PT 4%

% By Agency for Fundamental Right@014)Violenceagainst women: an Ewide survey
35 |
Ibid
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STALKING & HARASSMENT
1 20% of women have experienced some form of stalking since the age of 15
1 20% d women haveexperienced sexual harassment including groping, unwanted kissing since the
age of 15
1 11% hae been sexually harassed though social media, email and other digéal
Young womeril8-29, are sigiificantly more vulnerable to sexual harassment, with 38% having experienced
harassmenin the 12 months before the survey.h@&ir experience of cyber hassment is twice that of

other age ranges

REPORTING

1 Only 33% of women reported intimate partner violence

1 Only 25% of women reported violence from a raartner
Thesdow levels of reporting occur in part because women f®lme and humiliation at whéilas
happened to them and thinthey will not be believed. When we consider this survey in relation to the
Eurobarometer survey above, it is easy to see tuiwis the case given ttextensive victimshaming

beliefs that continue to be held by many peeph Europe.

RECOMMENDATIONS
¢KS 1'3SyOeé F2NJ CdzyRFYSyidlf widakKila | ROAEASR 2y I
area that the survey reported on. These included

1 Member Stateshoulddevelopspecific national action plans on violeragainstwomen, which

should use the results of the survaythe absene of data at the national level

1 Member Statesshould develospecificpolicy interventions and national action plaimseducation
(and employment, health & communication technologg)address the impact violende this field

f Member Stateshould collect data, on a regular baBiss NBE O f & sfelkd@réncesadfY Sy Q
violence,in addition to administrative and criminal justidata, which desnot capture the
majority of unreportedvictimisation.

% To a formal body/agency including NGO services
18
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WOMEN WITH DISABILES

As already noted intersectional data is almost fexistent Women Against Violence Europe (WAVE)
qguotes a Germasurvey orwomen with disabilitiesvhichshowed that they ardwice as likely to
experienceemotiond or physical violence as women without disabilities, and three times morg tikel

experience sexual violente

In 2013 the European Parliament2 Y Sy Q& / idsved A spéctal$eport aomomen with disabilities
acknowledging,

awhereas women and gglwith disabilities are far more likely to be victims of violeand, particularly of
domestic and sexual exploitation, and estimates show that womendigtbilities are 1.5 to 10 times more
likely to be abused than negtisabled womeé&®

And calling orthe European Commissioit

areiterates the need for the Commissiorpt@sent a legislative criminal law instrument to combat gender
based violence, includirige protection of rights of disabled women in cases of sexual abuse and violence,
both inpublic and within their home environmeit

ETHNIC MINORITY WONE

¢2 YIFEN] LYGSNYLIl GA2yl {2017 therBun6edn Yéar of focusedvactior! to/cBmbatK S
violence against women and girls, the European Coalition to end violence against women aadygily

of more than 25 Europeawide networks and NGOs dedicated to social justice and equiabtyed a press
release which noted that,

¢Certain women face a greater risk of violence because of motives fuelled by sexism as well as racism,
xenophobia ad other forms of discrimination. Furthermore, intersecting forms of discrimination limit
access to justice ar@l dzLJILI2Z NI | YR LINRGSOGA2Y &ASNIWAOSat

The press release referred to academic and EU funded resesnfciitunately, we havdoeen unable to
identify work that would beof specific relevanct this project and acknowledge that deficiency in this
report. The coalition partnefdvork on areas such as forced marriages, FGM, gepaeed violence in the

workplace Islamophobiaand other areas are beyoriie scope of this project.

The9 dzN2 LIS y 2 2 (EWNPasition[PApeT@wards a Europe Free from All Forms of Male
Violence against Wome(2010)calls for the recognition of diverse needs and identities

GProtection of women from male violence shoiiltl { S Ay 2 | 002dzy i GKS RAGSNAA
identitiese*

$" WAVE (201 7mproving Access To Services for Women With Disabiities
B/ 2YYAGGSS 2y 22YSyQa whi 3 Reparton woRen RvidhyiigaBiltias9 lj dzt t AG& oHnAMOO

39 |1.:
Ibid
40 HTTP://WWW.ENAREU.ORG/JOINSTATEMENVIOLENGEGAINSTWOMENAND-GIRLSVILIEUROPRISEJPIN-2017

* EWL(2010)Position Paper Towards a Europe Free from AthE®f Male Violence against Women
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EUDATAC HIGHER EDUCATION
The Extent, Nature and Attitudes regarding sexual harassment and violence against wamen
higher education

Genderbased violence, stalking and fear of criméuropean Union projecf2012*

This report highlighted the findings fronm &xtensivehree-year, five country, Europeawide research

project. Only a very high level overview of its findings and recommendations can be outlined here but, this
is a uniqueand importantresearch project for the E83 The purposef the project wago identify if

women students were particularly at risk frasexual violene.

RESEARCSCOPE

The project noted the same challenges already identifi@imparability isdifficult; all of the partner

countries havesome legislation relating to incidents of sexual violeme#lective ofthe internationd

consensus that it is unacceptablélowever, differences exist within countries in terms of the specific
legislation they adopt, their classifications of acts as criminal, available options regarding punishment, and

the geneaal degree of protection offered to the victim.

Institutional frameworks based on national traditions and arrangements differed widely with enormous
variance in the perception of responsibility, ethical or legalafidressing the challenges of campus
genderbased violence. These reflected the varying cultural norms in each partner country which as the
previous EU wide surveghow can be quitélifferent. In general the project established thhe

protection of students from gendebasedviolenceremained dargely voluntary commitment made at the

discretion ofindividual institutions.

42 European Commission (201@gnderbased Violence, Stalking and Fear of Csitngiect Report

“*We did loca¢ a projectreportforth® !  Fdzy RSR ¢ KS | ARRSY ! 3SyRIY { SE@aON +AiA2f Sy
project carried out by EIBEhe National Union of Students in Europe. Unfortunately, none of the other project materials appear

to be available

20



KEY FINDINGS

Sexual Violence Prevalence

C2NOSR (2 Sy3ar3asS Ay aSEdzaft 0Ga L eRgididos Ly (RA RYX
want, triedto peretrate me witha penis or object, penetrated me with penis or object

UK

SPAIN

POLAND

ITALY

GERMANY

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%

m Unwanted sexual acts-At least 1 incidence during studies m No incidences

Sexual Harassmeng Prevalence
The sexual harassment incidents that students found most severe weragoseaually harassed verbally,

(33%of respondenty experiencing unwaed sexual advancesy | G KNB I  Sototaly 3 4+ &€ 0O\
UK
SPAIN
POLAND
ITALY
GERMANY
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 120%
m Harassment-At least 1 incidence during studies m No incidences
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StalkingPrevalence

The stalking incidents that students identified astfi€ a it aS@SNB gSNB NBOSAGAyYy3A ¢
calls, letters, emails, and SMS overy S E (i Sy RAsRvaslti® a8 itRiaciients of sexual
harassment, these behaviours were experienced most frequently by first year stu@8r28%), and least

frequertly by PhD students (1.8)%

UK

SPAIN

POLAND

ITALY

GERMANY

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%

m Stalking-At least 1 incidence during studies m No incidences

Perpetrators

Women students identified between 40% and 66£the perpetrators of tle harassment and sexual
violence they experienced as students as being associated with their®til.a smalproportion of
assaults were committedy academic and neacademic university staff comparedth those committed
by (male) fellow studentddowever, assaulterom staffdid occur most often in the form of sexual

harassment

Disclosureand Reporting

Duein partto their own nternalised sexual violengayths, particulariythe widespreadmisconception that
violencehappersto underprivileged, meducated womenwomen studentgound it very difficult to name
the vulnerability, shock ankbss of control as sexual violencéheir seHimage as being independent and
confident womenfrequently led them to suppress or dismiss/trivialise what had hayepe

AlthoughT A 3 dzNB & T véé duiie Righ@of Marassrhest (B52% (Poland) to 81% (ltaly) and stalking

74% (UK) to 91% (Italy) disclosing sexual violence was lower in all countries, 25% (Spain) to 59% (Germany).

22



LG

4 K2dzZ R asBosyeanal@&ied spe&kingd frieHdd, family andHEI staff.Actual official

reporting of any type of incidence to the police was extremely low, between 4% (Palatdd)5% (UK).

In common with the general gulation, gudents threatened byharassmenincidentsdid not disclose

information about the incident t@nyone, most frequently because they judged the incident (stalking) to

be of littleimportance, because of a feeling of helplessness, or due to uncertainty connected with

understandingand describing thaeituation,and with a strongense of shamand guilt(sexual violence).

Overall the researchonfirmed that victims of sexualiolence are very reluctant to disclose their

victimisation to universities or stauthorities.

A number of other factors te @A f @ Ay Ff dz=SYOSR 6KSGKSNJI 6KS 62Yly 62

1
T
1

Having used and/or shared drugs or alcohol with the perpetrator
LY 4KS AyOARSYyG G221 LXIFOS Ay KSN WK2YSQ
If the perpetrator was known / in a relationshimcluding friendship) withthem already

These circumstances created a seaembiguity for the woman as to whether she shared responsibility

for the violence occurring and as to whether she would be believed if she reported the incidd@atmis

perception is rooted imne ofthe most persistent myths about rape and sexual violence, that women are

most at risk from strangers in external, nparsonal environmentsThe research proposes constant,

consistent challenging of this myth as a primary prevensimategyanda secondry strategy as a method

to overcomirg barriers to reporting;

)l

Informing women about the actual realities of sexual violence pisesmmomenorthat takes plae
predominantly within her close social circles enables thendentify thesesituationsand to
defend themselves before any extremv@lence can occur

The assaults are understood properly as violence

The Gendered Context
The research also hitiphtedg K & A G NBFSNABR (2 Fa GKS WwWOdz GdzN¥ f YS

harassment and violence thatomen studentSexperience

1 Male students who consumed alcohbbhd a peer network that supported sexist and violent

perceptions of women and used pornography were more than nine times more likely to report
committing sexually victimising acts against &#es, compared to men who had none of these
characteristic$

Highly gendered sexuality socialisatiomomen are encouraged to perceive themselves as passive,
gatekeepers of sexual experiences, men as dominant and active pursuers as opposed to their being
equality of interest and intent to be discussed and negotiated
{GKdza 82YS YSy FS88f WedaiAFASRQ Ay daAy3d 08
-having been socialised to be passbteenewomen feel unable ta@ounter coercion

“4 canadian research quoted in repgt900 male students surveyed)
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1 Where there hadbeen some sexual intimacy, a woman has forfeited her right to say no to any
further sexual contact

1 Poor sexual awarenesselfesteem and confidenci& both genders leading to discoart to
discussing sex and the usedstigs and alcohol to overcomeighpsychosocial anxiety
-some male students experience significant disinhibiting impacts from alcohol and drug use
-some women students become unable to interpret behaviours as threatening and dangerous

1 Widespread perception that certain types of sexualdssment are normative and will not be

4dz02800 (2 WLdzyA&aKYSydQ ONBIGAYy3d +y Sy@ANRYYSy

Report Recommendations

Overall the recommendatiaadvocateactions based on an understanding of the tertiary model of
prevention:

1 Primary Prevention Approaches that take place before sexual violence has occurred to prevent
initial perpetration and victimisation

1 Secondary PreventiariThe mmediateresponses after sexual violence haaeurred to deal with
the shortterm consequences of violence

9 Tertiary Prevention Longterm responses after sexual violence has occurred to deal with the
lastingimpacts to the individual and community

A commitment to not tolerating and ending gendesised sexual violence clearly articulated by the

highest authority intie universityg A § K G KS ONBIF GA2Yy I A YrhotebpolBigs | G A 2y

Iy Rod&!l programmes and procedur€sY

1. Policies that raise awareness of the issue of geitidesied sexual violence

2. Policies that address elements of student culture that enageraggressive sexual behaviour

towards women students

3.1 OfSIEN I yRYIONRCGNVAD Wi adDe
Policies that clearly allocate responsibilities within the HEl community for addressing and
responding to gendebased sexual violence, and establish coopeearelationships between
those to whom suchesponsibilities are allocated
HEI service providers need to be trained in all aspects of ptatremwork
Routine and robust data collection mechanisms to understand the issues
Policies that encourage, but dmt mandate, formal disclosure
Policies that regulate alcohol consumption and specifically address binge drinking
Policies based on the expertise of multiple actors within and outside the HEI

»

© NGO

3. Genderspecific and targeted educational and sensitisingriveationsfor students

1. Hucation and sensitisation programmes do Yyield sHertn effectiveness in altering violence

adzLILR2 NI AGS ddAddzRSaT WNI LIS YediKaQr FyR AyON.

Evaluations have shown little to no impawst a long term robust awareness of violence and its
gendered components, therefatudents should be exposed to prevention messages and
interventions at multiple points in time

2. Enhancing, and improving communication to students about, formal universitigobn
genderbased violence and gender equality

24



3. Enhancing, and informing students better about, servicesrardurces available

Universities Supporting Victims of Sexual Violence: Training for Sustainable Se(2o&617)*

This research projecied by Brunel University, UK has 7 partners and 7 associate padness 7

European countries. #ims to develop innovative training for university staff who may respond to

disclosures of sexual violence, and to embed this within institutions. uhdefl by the European

/| 2YYAAadaA2yQa 5D WdzaGAOS: wAIaKdGaz 9ljdzafAde FyR /Al
¢KS LINP2SOiG oAttt O2yRdzO0 WwoSaid LINFY OGAOSQ NBOASga

developstaff training programmesvhich wil be permanently andreely availablesia an online portal.

USVRead®roject partners have completed two short reports:

International Policy Audit®

The report summarisedxisting policy (September 2016) on sexual violence at universitieserce and

Italy, Spin, and the UK, antiitle IX and the Clery Atin the United States.Although policy development
remains uneven in European HEHe report highlighted somgood examples in &m and the UK. It also
advisedthat although very well estalsihed, there are significant limits to the usefulness of the US model
given the very different institutional infrastructure and funding in place.

The report also noted the disturbing phenomena that a public commitment to policy development could be
used & a way to disguise lack of real progress or intention to undertake substantive change. It also drew
FGaSyaAazy G2 GKS -dimbddz8F5 Q VIO MihéeR Sigfiiullantisexyabhgrassment

and violence.

International Best Practice Restiv*®

This reviewexaminal the current (September 2016) provision of first response training at universities in
Greece, and Italy, Spain, dKd USwith a view to assessing best practict.outlined a range of innovative

activitiesand identifiedthe keyfeatures of existing models

9 Provide information about sexual violence, including the different forms it can take, legal
definitions, incidence and prevalence, and rates of reporting and prosecution

Address common misconceptions surrounding sexual vielenc

Explain reasons for as well as barriers to disclosure

= =

45

http://usvreact.eu/

*® http://usvreact.eu/internationatpolicy-audit/

YeAdf S L. Zfeloi theibasis kflsak, bé akd@uded from participatio @ Subjectedto discrimination under any
education program receiving Federal financial assistaritiee Clery Act requires all colleges and universitiesréwgive federal
fundingkeep and disclose information about crime @nnear their campuses

*® http://usvreact.eu/bestpracticereview/
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1
1

Provide advice about how best to support those who disclose
Provide guidance about how to support students who have experienced sexual violence over the
longerterm.

The review identifies limitation® the current practices that are underway including

T

T
1

The lack of intesectional awareness of how sexual harassment and violence impacts for example
women of colour

The lack of awareness or challenging to wider cultural norms that enable sexual violence

The silence regarding sexual harassment and violence against students by HEI staff
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NATIONAIREPORTS

OVERVIEW

As previously noted the core project paer countries, Cyprus, Ireland, Lithuania, Scotland and the
associate partner country Germahwgve allsignedThelstanbul Conventionthough only Cyprus has

ratified it.

All countries have signed and ratifi@EDAWANd the optional protocol on monitoringThe most recent

CEDAW Committee Concluding Observatmmshe Periodic Reports for each countrydrea series of

common points:

Cyprus

& e Committee remains concerned about the low number of investigations, prosecutions and convictions in
cases of domestic violence, despite the high number of cases reported

octhe Committee further expresses conceoow the limited data and information available on the

incilSy 0S 2F 20KSNFP F2N¥a 2F OAz2f Syo0S¢

Ireland

dhe/ 2YYAGGSS NEBYLI Ahéfack Ofgshdedddgqredated data on genddiased violence
against womeXand at the failure to address psychaicgj, emotional and economic violence; The lack of
legal protection against emerging forms of gentesed violence, such asline stalking and

KFEN} a&ySyisé

Germany

Wi KS O2YYAGGSS NBEBHLRWI 40 AWHRIGEIB FYBYNIGA G K RAEI 07
X@AINE G¢2 G2 GKNBS 0AYRSal2y 20N {{ Sy el Kit2y 6250 KSENI2 3
G2YSYXypREEINA SR a0SNB20G8LISa yR YeUBal §&NNRdzyRAY 3

FY2y3 €831t “LINPFSAa&A2Y I &¢

[ AGKdzE yALF
WKS /2YYAGGSS SELINBaasSa O2yDIgMYi 162 YEKS AWNK RISt Sy
{0Fr3GS LI NI e¢

akS /1 2YYADOAQ
I3 AYyad 62Y

United Kingdom& Scotland

dlt is concerned, however, at continued regasf violence against women, including domestic violence,
affecting in particular black and ethnic minority woné&n

“9UN EDAW2013).Concluding observations on the combined sixth and seventh periodic reports of Cyprus
% UN EDAW2017).Concluding observations on the combined sixth and seventh periodic reportdafdr
51 UNCEDAW?2017).Concluding observations on the combined seventh and eighth periodic reports of Germany
2 UNCEDAW?2014).Concluding observations on the fifth periodic report of Lithuania
%3 UNCEDAW2013)Concluding observations on the seventripdic report of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
27



GENERAL POPULATIDATAC The Extent, Nature and Attitudes regarding sexual harassment
and violence against women

The rational reports reféct these UN CEDAW findiffgsAll project countries have legal frameworks
outlawing the most serious sexual violence and all have policies committing the State to pursuing an
eradication of different forms of gendebaseddiscrimination including sexusiolenceand harassment’
However, the Cypriot, Irish and Lithuaniampoets note that little disaggrgated data exists exist in their
countriesand no administrative souaes follow the minimum standdsasoutlinedin the Council of Europe
guidanced 9 yRYAANI 5 G 02t t SOGA2Y YR NBASINODK Ay @Az2f Sy
(2016) Therefore the prevalenc®f sexual violence and harassmexiperienced by women is very difficult

to ascertain. Scotland does produce natiorréhe stdistics tha are disaggregatelly age, gender and

type of crime so it is possible for RCS to report that

¢that young women are disproportionately affected by sexual violence, and that a significant proportion of
university students are young won&h

Cyprus, Lithuaai and Irelandcould reference once off pieces of researchenfundertaken by NGOs.

These included th&irst Pancyprian Survey: Violent Behaviour in Interpersonal Relationships of ¥ oun
Adults in Cyprus aged 1825 (2102)which reported

G70%of the pati A OA LKIHYRG 2XIA Y A2y a yR iddAdddzR
ofFYAYy3U:T yR GKS 0StAST (GKIG éBA2E S

z

GKFaG N
Ay NB

\

2
2

Tb”

Sa 0
DA 2 y OS 0 A
Sexual Abuse and Violence in Ireland: A National St&iWI (2002)vhich reported
dFour i ten (42 per cent) women reported some form of sexual abuse or assault in their fifetime
Statistics are also produced by Irish sexualevice specialist NG, However, evidentlghese can capture
only thosepeoplewho are able to diclose their expéences andaill research confirms only a very small

percentage of survivors will disclose even to an NGO service.

In general howevelCyprus, thuania and Irelandely on EU level surveys such as the FRA 30ivey

guoted aboveo identify the extent ofsexual violence and harassment in their countries.

Women with Disabilities & Ethnic Minority Women

UK &Scotlandcould report data from national helplines and crime surveys which showed

oblack and minority ethnic callers constituted 27% and disabléers@3%yhere this information was

**|n this section data and research from the core countries Cyprus, Ireland, Lithuania, UK & Scotland will be outlined
*%|reland is currently undergoing a very extensive periodeafial violence legislative consolidation see APPENDIX 3
*® UK & Scotland Report APPENDIX 5
>’ Cyprus Report APPENDIX 2
%8 |reland Report APPENDIX 3
59 1h;

Ibid
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KOGy ¢

¢Crime survey data from England and Wales notes an increased risk of victimisation for females with
limiting disabilities or illness&so P2 U €

This data demonstrates a clear ovepresentationof these goupsin the use of these services

In Ireland several small scalesearchprojects,predominantlyled by NGO organisatiomsve tried to

identify the prevalence of sexual violence and harassment against women igathildies,ethnic minority
women, and Travellerwomerf® Although often very small in scope they show similar trends to the UK &
Scotland data,

calthough nonrindigenous minority ethnic women only comprise approximately 5% of Ireland's population,
they represented 13% of those seeking sesvicam gendebased violence organisations. Traveller women
who make up 0.6% of population s & Sy & mp: 2F ASNIBAOS dza SNE ¢

How to understand thiglata requireamore research than atently exists in either country

In the case of women with disabiliselrish research in relation to the prosecution of rape in Ireland
identified the second most common risk factor for rape after gender, as disabBitg of all complainants
were recorded as having a physical or intellectual disability or a history ntati#ness. A review of data
held by 14 Irish rape crisis centrf@®CCalso revealed thasurvivors with disabilities who attended RCC
services in 2010 were more likely to have been subjected to three or more incidents of sexual violence,
than those wih no disabilitie{39% compared with 25%)

%9 UK & Scotland report, pp 6 APPENDIX 5
61 p.:
Ibid
2The Traveller community is an Irish ethnic minoritynfally recognised by the Irish State in 2017
% |reland Report, pp 26 APPENDIX 3
% |bid, pp 28
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HIGHER EDUCATIONe Extent, Nature and Attitudes regarding sexual harassment and
violence against womein higher education

CYPRUS

There is no Cypriot researdbcused specifically othe issie of sexual wlence and harassment in HEIs.
However, all the 476 participants of tl2908surveyDate Rape Cases among Young Womearte women
students, and the survey reported,

&1.3% of the participants reported an attempted date rape by their dat®% reported beng forced to
have oral sex antl.9%reported date rap@°s

General Population Data

Office of Analysis & Statistics: Cyprus PoR€99¢ Q. 1 2016
1 186 reported rape$

The 2014 FRAWvey showed that since the age of 15
1 20% of Cypriotvomen have experigced physical and/or sexual violence
1 36% have experiendesexual harassmefit

LITHUANIA

Similarly Lithuaniahasno specific research on sexual violence and harassment in HEI settingsoumtrg
report identifiedtwo relevant, associated reports, whialthoughfocussed onhe types of harassment
experienced by range oflifferent groups in HE|reportedthat women students experienced the most

verbalharassmertft.

General Population Data

Ministry of the Interior 2015
1 5,200 women (319 men) were théctims of domestic/intimate partner violence
1 201 women (25 men) were victims of sexual atise

The 2014 FRAWvey showed that since the age of 15
1 31% of Lithuanian women have experienced physical and/or sexual violence
1 35% have experiendesexual harasment®

% Cyprus Report, pp 6 APPENDIX 2
% |bid, pp 13 APPENDIX 2
EU Agency for Fundamental Rights. (2014) Violence against women:veidd&EsLrvey
%8 | jthuania Repdr pp 7 APPENDIX 4
®“Data provided by the IT and Communications Department under the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania
o BU Agency for Fundamental Righ{2014)Violence against women: an Elide survey
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IRELAND

Administrative datgrovided by thes Health Services Executive (HS&xual Assault Treatment Units
(SATUspeported thatin 2015
1 685 women and men disclosed rape or sexual assanlincrease of 57 cases nationally from 2014
1 631 (921%) patients were women
1 The average age of patients is 25 and an averagedfi®atients identifiedhemselves as
students?

Unfortunately, the Rpublic d Ireland? national police force, An Garda Siochana cannot provide

disaggregated criminal statistics

General Population Data

The 2014 FRAWvey showed that since the age of 15
1 26% of Lithuanian women have experienced physical and/or sexual violence
1 48% have experienced sexual harassment

Ireland-Data for sexual violence and harassment in HEIs

Ireland has twoHE| specifiquantitative studiesSay Something { (i dzRé 2F { (idzRSy (&4 Q O9E
Harassment, Stalking, Violence & Sexual Assault (20484 Violence Against Womengthe Perspective

of Students in Northern Ireland (2008) The studies aremall scalg(2,590 students and 715 siants

respectively)n relation to the overall student populatioof 178,094 in the Republic (51% women) and

55,245 in Northern Ireland (56% womé&nHowever, hey have produced similar fintfis tothe largerEU

studies

Say Something2013)

11% of womerhad been subject to unwanted sexual contact, many on multiple occasions

5% were rape survivors with a further 3% survivors of attempted rape

31% of women reported feeling harassed, including just under 19% being gllyygioped

17% of women had been photographed or filmed without consent, and 8% had these images
circulated without consent online (Men 18% & 10%)

10% of women had experience of stalking or obsessive behaviour including online

Less than 3% of students whad unwanted sexual experiences had madeofficialreport”

= =4 -4 A

= =

Violence Against Women (2008)

1 40% knew at least one woman student who had been hit by a boyfriend/partner

MeKS 1{9 Aa LheBtideryidRQa yldGA2yL
2 |reland Report, pp 21 APPENDIX 3
B EU Agency for Fundamental Rights. (2014) Violence against women:veiddslrvey
" Say SomethingZommissioned by the Union of Students in Ireland (USI)
®Violence Against Womeommissioned by Amngslreland
"® reland Report, pp 34 APPENDIX 3
7 Ibid, pp 38
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1 43% knew at least one woman who had been coerced or pressurised to have sex by a
boyfriend/partner®

There are alstwo relatedqualitativestudies focused on the issue of sexual consent and studéfaang

t S2LX Sz 1 £t 02K2t X YR {SEY 2 KPandsédualConsenSAhlEmdghg (2 5
Topic br Third Level Education: &htifying Needs, Developing Engagement&#gies, andmplementing

them (2016%".

The initial2013research wasery specifically foced on the relationship between alcohol use/misuse and
sexual consent However, the report identified the studentsrel@as 2y WNJ LIS Y@ iKaQ G2
scenarios that researchers presented the participating students with, particularly the stereotype that rape
is typically a violent, premediated attack by a stranger, requiring vaginal penetration. The students
understarding was informed by other long standing cultural norms which lead to
T I WR2dzofS adlyRFENRQ {idAlGdzZRSY oKSNBoe GAOGAYa
drinking while perpetrators are often perceived as less responsible
T many women who havbeen forced to have sex do not label the experience rape, due to their own
internalised expectations for what rape entails

1 Consent beingxpected to follow a high[y gender stereotyped, heterosexual relationship model,
gAOK (KSIzNES G Hgdskce artch giRélidaping female role

¢t KS NBLR2NIQa NBO2YYSYyRIGA2ya AyOf dRSR
9 that there be promotion of a better understanding of alcohol as a source of risk and harm for
women and men
1 more comprehensive and meaningful relationships and sexuality etuncat an earlier age
T AYLINRGAY3I aitdzRSyidQa 1y2¢ftSR3AS IyR FGGAlGdzRSa (2
supporf*

Following on from the 201Bport the research bodyNational University of Ireland, Galway (NEilway)
Shool of Psychologyeveloped and piloted the SMART Consent workshops.réfiwet on the
implementation of the workshopis not published yefJuly 2017)however early findings presented at the

RESPECTnet conference in 2016 included:

25% of women students have experiencetmanted sexual contact or attempts at unwanted sexual
contact through the use or threat of violence (based2)800 surveyed students and 700 workshop
attendeesy

8 |bid, pp 39
7 Young People, Alcohol, and Seammissioned by Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI)
8N comprehensiveeport on the SMART Consent research is expected Dept. PsychologMUI Gilwayin 2017
& |reland Report, pp 387 APPENDIX 3
¥ Findings presented at RESPECTNet Conference 2016
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Ireland-Initiatives to challengesexual violence and harassment in HEIs

National frameworks

TheHigher Education Authority (HEAg the statutory planning and policy advisory body for higher
education and research in Ireland. In 2016 it published\thttonal Review of Gender Equality in Irish
Higher Education Institutionsioting

& ¢ K Sure@ndzE tends to be macho and misogyrifétic

However this policy framework, developed in response to a landmark case taken against a university for
genderdiscriminationin staff appointmentsdoes na address the issue oégual violence and harassment

as experienced by either staff or studen#&lthough recognisingnd reporting orsignificant levels of

gender inequality in Irish HEts datethe HEA has chosen not to addréiss gender based violence which

is a manifestation of this inequalitypespte this lack of attention and resourcing from a key statutory
agency, Irish students unions and HEIs have begun to develop a range of initiatives to promote a culture of
zero tolerancenver the last & years. Many have been led by student unions, sttidecieties and the

Union of Students in Ireland, in partnership with NGOs

Identifying & Understanding the Issues

1 Student Union Surveys
During 2015 the Student Unions in University College Cork (UCC), University College Dublin (UCD), and
Trinity Colleg Dublin TCD) undertookonfidential, anonymous and voluntary survey around consent,

sexual violence and harassment, awareness of services, and related®issues

1 RESPECT Network
The RESPECT Network is comprised of academics and policy makers waddsngoassociated with
healthy relationship behaviours in the North and South of Ireland. Its current research focus is the HEI

context.

Bystander Intervention Programmes
9 Dublin City University Student Union (DCU SU) piloted an 8 week programme ini2046 w

student attendees.

8 |reland Reort, pp 32 APPENDIX 3

8 Cosc, National Office for the prevention of Domestic, Sexual and Gbaded Violence has supported a range ofaas
including funding the USI repoBay Somethin& participating in RESPECT Net & the ESHTE National Advisory Committee
% See Irelad Report, pp 3910 APPENDIXfG@r more details
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1 In 2017 Dr. Louise Crowley at the School of Law, University College Cork (UCC) piloted a mandatory,
5 credit module programme for'lyear law students. This academically led, mandatory, and
institutionally managed and deliverg@togramme is unique in Ireland to date.
Both programmes were based on the Bystander kaation Toolkit developed by DRachel Fenton in the

University of West England.

Consent

1 ASK Consent
A national campubased campaign led by students unions & NGOs

1 Consent Workshops
SMART Consent workshops and other models have been held on many campuses, generally organised by
student unions

1 Consent is BAE campaign
Ly Fyydz-f OFYLI A3y 2NBI YA aSQUBBRdet Krfon sindeS281pA@8UK! Y A @S
university QUBasbenefited from the findings of the Task Force report discussed undeté& Scotland

section, and haprogressed significant instition wide work in the last 12 nmihs.

UKANDSCOTLAND

The UK and Scotlartthta, though stillimited is themost comprehensivavailable on the experiences of
women students. RCS identified one governmental statistical bulletin and 3 pieces of research from the
National Union of Students, UK. iFhesearchthe campaigning work by the NW®Bd a2014 annual report
from the Office of the Independent Adjudicator for Higher Education {&dantributed to the

establishment in 2016f the UniversitiesUK Tskforce on violence against women, harassment and hate
crimé”. The Taskforce produced a sigeiiint reportChanging The@ure®in 2016 It also made a
submission to the 2018exual harassment and sexual violence in schools ingoélg by theUKWomen

and Equalities Parliamentary Committ&e

8 An independent bodyvhichreviewsindividual complaints by students agat HEIs in England & Wales
http://www.oiahe.org.uk/media/99897/ociaannuatreport-2014.pdf

5TA representative body of thedKHEI sector

8 See below for its recommendations

Baf K2dzAK fINBSte 2dziaARS (KS a02LIS 389 oflysuhgiworhdd ghedSPd Saidth& S / 2 YY)
they had faced some form of sexual harassment at school or college in the past year
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In 2016 the government of Scotland launchedtpialy Safestrategy to prevent and eradicate violence
againstwomenandgifs ! & LJ NI 2F (GKAa ¢2N) Hykfy SdfeimHBmBeNE A G& 2 F
Educationproject produced a review of current practices and responses in Scottish HEISs,

Rapid Reviw of Scottish Higher Education Responses to Gender Based Viol@0d&'§".

UK & ScotlaneData for sexual violence and harassment in HEIs

The 2010 NUS studyidden Marks! & G dzR& 2F 62YSy &aGdRSydaQ SELISNRS
violence and sexuahssault(2,058women studentespondents) reportedhat,

1 68% had experiencedarassment irtheir HElinstitution, including groping, flashing and unwanted
daSEdzZ tf O2YYSyilad C2NJ a2YS (KAa KIR 0S8S02YS I fyY?

1 12% reported being subject to stalking.

1 16%experienced unwanted kissing, touching or molesting, the majority of which had taken place in
public.

7% had been subject to a serious sexual assault, the majority of which ocduyfeda 2 YS 06 2 R& Q&
home”

CdzNII KSNJ NBaSHNOK 41 &t dzRRONI G 0AHG QF 2 VRO RS ER KN EADE W n
whatshesaid2 2 YSy &0GdzRSyiaQ SELISNASYyOSa amd® folBiv ipRun@ydiri (i dzNBS
2014

oParticipants viewed it as linked to a sexualised culture which involved objedificAtivomen and rape

supportive attitudes, and occasionally spilled over into sexual harassment and violence. Many participants
NEfFGSR SELISNASYyOSa 2F &aSEda t YztSaidldAazy Ay WbaA3
of sexual activit with different partnerX @most two thirds said they heard jokes about rape or sexual

assault being made on campis

In 2013, theOffice for National Statisticdor England and Wales found
éthat female, fullitime students showed an increased risk ofivi¥ A & G A2y F2NJ a&Edz t 2 ¥F°

Unfortunately this surveying has never been repeated.

The 2014 FRAWvey showed that since the age of 15

1 44% ofUK & Scottislvomen have experienced physical and/or sexual violence
1 68% have experienced sexual hesment®

% http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/03/7926
1 See below
2K and Scotland Report, ppARPPENDIX 5
% |bid, pp 6APPENDIX 5
% |bid, pp 3APPENDIX 5
% EU Agency for Fundamental Rights. (2014) Violence against women:veiddslrvey
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UK & Scotlandlinitiatives to challengesexual violence and harassment in HEIs

Changing the culture: Report of the Universities UK Taskforce examining violence against women,
harassment and hate crime affecting university studer{fZ016)

In 2015the WKMinister for Universitiesequested Universities Ustablisha taskforce with the support of
the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

éo help reduce violence against women and girls on university cangduses

The Taskforce publisheagiteport and recommendations in 2046d although this review will highlight
only the key recommendationghe Taskbrce and itgeport provide amodelof good practice for other EU
HEIs which are serious about tackling sexual violence and harassmerst agairen students.In this
regard, gveraloverarchingcrucial points should be notedh particularthat the UK has committed
significantinfrastructural resources to thissue

1 Universities UK is a high level representative body with capacity to primrigeermfocus,
resources and advocacy to the issue

1 The Taskforce and associated conferenogsorts, and meetings receivethse support and
attention

1 Longterm date resources have already been committ® Taskforce recommendatioffs

The Taskforce dlated practice and policy from HEIs across the UK (62 HEIs contributed). The TaskForce
will provide an online directory ahesegood practiceto facilitate the development of shared models

across all UK HElIs.

The Taskforce identified a number of pramit themes from theavailable evidence and aggd a range of
recommendations, stating

aall university leaders should afford tackling violeagainstwomen, harassment and hate crime priority
status and dedicate appropriatéls & 2 dzZNOS & 2 GF O1ft Ay3 AlE

INSTITUTIOMWIDE APPROACH
The Taskforce recommenddolat universitiesshould®:

1 Take an institutiorwide approach to tackling violenesd harassmenagainst women
- Separatgrevention activities from responsgctivities
- Ensure clear lines of accountabilgyltimate accountability should lie with a senior staff
member

% https://www.gov.uk/government/news/businessecretarycallson-universitiesto-tackleviolenceagainstwomen-on-campus

" The Higher Education Funding Council For EnglaB&CEhas fundel £2.45 million under its Catalyst Fund towards 63 projects
addressing sexual harassment on camipttig://www.hefce.ac.uk/funding/safequarding/

%8 Changing the culture 201(his review will focusn the issue of violence and harassment against women)

% The report consistently refers to universities rather than all HEHisreview has left the wording as, hough clearly its findings
are applicable to all institutions
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- Have a clear understanding of risk and who owns each risk

- Ensure appropriate governance

- Embed across all relevant university functions

- Involve the student body as much as possible

- The supporbffered must be tailored to meet the needs of the individual

- ldentifyanduga { Af t W32 (2 Q LJBakeXurd allstff afe kndde dmhrk ¢S NE A (0 &
them

1 Carry out a regular impat assessment of their approach

T y@2t @3S GKSAN avelogRd yidiniaifingdmyt keRigivind all eléBofsa cross
institution response

PREVENTION
The Taskforce recommends that universities should:

1 Adopt an evidencéased bystander intervention programme.

1 Developpartnership agreements between the studemtdauniversity
- highlightup-front the behaviours that are expected from all students as part of the university
community
- setout disciplinary sanctions
- adlradS GKS dzy A @S NEsdrifigdhe dafet) and WellbieiNgDf/studerits

1 Embed a zeretolerance approach across all institutional activities
- including outreactlactivities with schooland further education colleges
- engagement with local bars amaightclubs, and all institutional recreational activities
- student inductiongncluding internationastudent inductions
1 Embeda zerctolerance approaclnto their human resources processes
- contracts, training, inductions
- staff are empowered to take responsibility fibris.

RESPONSE
The Taskforce recommends that universities should:

91 Develop a clear, @essible and representative disclosure response for inciderss»afal violence and
rape, working with relevant exteal agencies where appropriate

1 Take reasonable and practicable steps to implemepentralised reporting system
9 Conduct staff trainingpeedsassessment

1 Developand maintain partnerships with local specialist services to ensure consisfental pathways
for students

9 Establish and maintain strong links with the local police hadlth services

T { SOG2NAQ NB LINEebSgidaricdoi hovéto iGagdRe disciRlinary issues that nadso
constitute a criminal offence
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Rapid Review of Scottish Higher Education passes to Gender Based Violendequally Safe in Higher
Education(2017)

The Equally Safe in Higher Education projeased at the University of Strathclyde, is implementing the

{ 0200AaK [EyU@b Sdfeddnalipaidy in a HEI setting. The report is a Scotland focused review,
in part because the Universities UK report received contributions from only 5 Sddffiks and this report
covers 19.With apoliticallydevolved education and legal framework, the work to tackle gender based

violence is taking place in a different context in Scotland.

Similarly to the University UK repothe reviewfound that there $ impatant activity occurring in

{ O2 G tHEIgoRatdess, prevent and respond to gendered based violeHoeever there is wide
variation across the sector between and within HEIsd activity is not always consistent, joined up or
transparent.

The eview provides a slightly different framework for developing responses:

Policy
Institutional policies & procedures for responding to incidents of gefiidesed violence

Prevention
Strategies seeking cultural change in the norms, beliefs and values thabotsto sexual violence,
largely led by students (sometimes with institutional support)

- Workshops

- Campaigns

- Bystander training

Intervention
Forms of supprt available on campus for ¥ims/survivors

The review produced a very informative infograptotiating the information received from the 19 HEIs
under these heading¥®

The review identifies a series of next steps, including outlinindetigallySafe in Higher Educatigmoject
work to develop a national toolkit. The core recommendation is thedrteedevelop a consistent approach
across the Scottish HEI sector which includes

9 Taking a whole systems approach

1 Addressing wider gender inequalities and culture/s which sustain gender based violence through
widespread cultural change and shifting of sbciorms

1 Prevention and response strategies which address all forms of gender based violence across public
and private spaces, beyond sexual violence and harassment, and cover staff as well as students

10 35ee below
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